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Virtual Meeting Format

¶ Event Time: 6:00pm ï7:00pm

¶ Please use the Q&A Section to submit your 

project specific questions or comments. We 

will address as many questions/comments as 

time will allow.

¶ If you miss any details during the 

presentation, it will be posted on MARTA 

Candler Road ARTôs project website.

¶ For additional information on the MARTA 

Candler Road ART project visit, 

https://www.itsmarta.com/candlerART.aspx

https://www.itsmarta.com/candlerART.aspx
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Purpose & Need

Å Deliver Arterial Rapid Transit (ART) 

service to DeKalb Countyôs Candler Road 

corridor as promised in the RTCAA 15th

Amendment

Å Advance the ART program by providing 

fast, frequent, and reliable transit service 

on proven high-ridership corridors

Å Advance prosperity, connectivity, and 

equity for a more livable Atlanta region
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What is ART?

Fast, frequent service on existing high-

density, mixed-use arterial corridors

Operates in mixed-traffic with other 

vehicles

Short wait times

Enhanced stop amenities

Traffic signal priority at 

congested intersections



DeKalb Transit Master 
Plan (TMP)

ÅDeKalb TMP 
recommended ART 
along Candler Road

MARTAôs 15th

Amendment

ÅMARTA advances 2 
ARTôs and 2 transit 
hubs identified in 
DeKalb County TMP 

Public Engagement & 
Analysis

Å6 public & 
stakeholder 
meetings.

ÅTechnical analysis 

conducted.

MARTA Board 
Committee Action

ÅMARTA Board 
considers the LPA 
recommendation to 
advance to 
preliminary design. 
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Routing & Route Alternatives

Å The Candler Road ART will have its southern 

terminus at the GSU-Decatur Campus at 

Panthersville, and serve the future South DeKalb 

Transit Hub at the Gallery at South DeKalb.

Å There are two alternatives for the northern 

terminus:

o The Decatur alternative uses South 
Candler Street in the City of Decatur to 
terminate at Decatur Station

o The Avondale alternative uses Memorial 
Drive, South Columbia Drive, and Katie Kerr 
Drive to terminate at Avondale Station.
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Public Engagement

Å Public Forums (in-person and virtual) were 

held in late October 2022.

Å An online survey (Oct. 2022 to Feb. 2023) 

asked respondents their preference for 

Decatur vs. Avondale alternatives

Å Focus groups were held periodically and 

asked about their LPA preferences:

o South DeKalb Senior Center 
(December 2022)

o Calm Candler civic safety group 
(February 2023)

o New Life Church MARTA riders focus 
group (March 2023)
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Technical Analysis

Å Routing and station location 

workshops were held with MARTA 

staff in Sept. & Nov. 2022.

Å A Technical Corridor Tour covering 

the Candler Road ART route 

alternatives was conducted on Jan. 

12, 2023, with participants from 

MARTAôs Dept. of Planning.

Å A Bus Operator Focus Group with 

MARTA drivers was held on Feb. 22, 

2023. Bus operators who drive 

existing MARTA Routes 15, 21, and 

114 provided insights and feedback 

on the Decatur and Avondale 

alternatives.


